
 

2018 is the centenary of the end of the First World War.  To 
commemorate this the History Group plans to hold an 

 

Exhibition Of Wartime Period 
(not only WW1) 

 

The date has not yet been fixed but will be in June 2018. 
 

 
 

 
 

We can only arrange this exhibition with your help ... please have a 
look to see if you have anything you can lend us for the event. 
 
Items might include photos, uniforms, clothing, documents, cards, 
farm implements and information, trench art, ration cards , evacuee 
information  -  whatever you might think suitable. 
 
We hope you can help us, so if you can, please contact Terry Gregory 
on 01395 568848, or any member of the History Group will be 
pleased to hear from you.  
 
 
 
 

NEWTON POPPLEFORD LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
newtonpopplefordhistory.wordpress.com 

 

NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2018 
 

 

This is the first of a series of occasional newsletters from the Newton 
Poppleford Local History Group (NPLHG).  The group was founded in 
2014, the late Geoff Tenney being the driving force behind the project.  
There is a small core of members who attend the monthly meetings, and 
many other people who come along to meetings occasionally or to 
support the coffee mornings and see some of the Group’s records.  New 
members are always welcome. 
 
The NPLHG meets each month (usually the first Monday, 2.30pm) in 
Newton Poppleford Village Hall and one of the first tasks was to sort 
through the old documents, photos and miscellaneous memorabilia that 
had accumulated in the hall’s loft - deteriorating due to poor conditions 
and invasion by pests.  Most items have now been stored more safely in 
filing cabinets, although some larger pictures etc. cannot be fitted in.  
Most other history groups in East Devon have a permanent base of 
some sort and can store their records securely and make these available 
to interested parties but we do not have that luxury.  It is a long term 
wish of the group to have a proper base for record storage and the 
group’s associated activities. 
 
The area has a wealth of history  -  much is held by the Devon Records 
Office, but many interesting or detailed records are likely to be hidden 
away in dusty attics or boxes of old papers ...  Maybe your family has an 
old shoebox or suitcase of old documents that include some of these 
hidden gems?  Please take a look and see if there are items that 
perhaps should be recorded for posterity. 
 

 
  

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
 



A CENTURY SINCE THE END OF ‘THE GREAT WAR’ 
 

The Great War, often now known as the First World War, started in 
1914 and continued until 1918.  Here we are, a century later and war is 
still going on in many parts of the world.   Since the mid-19th century not 
a single year has passed when British forces have not been engaged in 
military operations somewhere in the world. 
 

1914 – 1918  THE GREAT WAR  -  SOME MAJOR EVENTS 

14/6/1914 Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo 

1914 First Battle of Ypres. 
At Tsingtao (China), German garrison surrenders to Japanese 
and British forces. 
Falklands - Royal Navy sinks many German ships, including 
the Scharnhorst and Gneisenau. 
December – First Zeppelins appear over British coast. 

1915 Battles of Isonzo (Italy). 

1915-1916 Gallipoli – 9 months battle, the Allies suffer casualties of 
140,000. 

1916 Conscription introduced in Britain. 
Verdun - longest battle of this war. 
Battle of Jutland – large scale naval battle. 
Battle of the Somme. 

1916-1918 Arab Revolt – begins in Medina and spreads across Arabian 
peninsula. 

1917 Third Battle of Ypres. 
Revolution in Russia; Bolsheviks seize power. 
November – Britain launches major offensive on the 
Western Front. 
Battle of Passchendale. 
April – US declares war on Germany after sinking of US ships. 

1918 April – RAF formed by merging the Royal Flying Corps and 
Royal Naval Air Service. 
August 8-11, Amiens, new successful Allied strategy . 

1918 Second Battle of Marne. 
Megiddo – Egypt. 

11/11/1918 Germany signs the Armistice with the Allies. 

28/6/1919 Treaty of Versailles signed  -  official end of WW1. 

WW1 and WW2 ROLL OF HONOUR 
 

Those from the village who lost their lives in the world wars are 
commemorated on the war memorial near St Luke’s church.  To learn a 
little more about these courageous men please visit: 
 

https://www.roll-of-honour.com/Devon/NewtonPoppleford.html 
 

                                 
 

HISTORY GROUP PUBLICATIONS 
 

The group published its first book “Memories from Newton 
Poppleford’s People“ in 2017.  This was a limited edition of 100 copies 

and has sold out.  We can consider a reprint if there is sufficient 
demand, so if you would like a copy please tell us. 
 

We hope to produce another book later in 2018 about the wartime 
periods and where possible how this affected our local area.  The 
viability is somewhat dependent on the success of the exhibition 
planned for mid 2018, which we hope will allow us to reference other 
material for inclusion.  If you can lend us any items for the exhibition, or 
to copy/scan/photograph please contact us.   

 

WEBSITE 

The NPLHG has a website to provide a small window into the area’s 
past.  Please take a look at: 

https://newtonpopplefordhistory.wordpress.com/ 
 

You can see a selection of photographs and documents, learn a bit more 
about some individuals, and see where you might be able to help us! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
NPLHG CONTACTS 

Terry Gregory, Chairman  -  01395 568848 
Shân Merritt, Publications  -  01404 812733 

     
 


