
OTHER DECADE EVENTS OF THE LAST CENTURY 

 

A list of some notable events that occurred in prior decades: 
1928 Equal Franchise Act gives women same voting rights as men 

Alexander Fleming discovers Penicillin 

1938 First refugee children of the 'Kindertransport' arrive in Britain 
Munich Agreement, and Neville Chamberlain meets Hitler and 
broadcasts speech “Peace in Our Time” 

1948 Aneurin Bevan launches the NHS National Health Service 
Berlin Airlift begins 
Britain hosts the Olympic Games 

1958 Preston By-Pass (M6) is Britain’s first motorway, opened by 
Prime Minister Harold Macmillan 

1968 Enoch Powell gives his ‘Rivers of Blood’ speech 
NASA launches Apollo 7, the first manned Apollo mission 

Martin Luther King is assassinated. Race riots in the USA 

1978 First test-tube baby is born in Oldham 

 ‘Winter of Discontent: lorry and tanker drivers on strike; 
refuse not collected 

1988 Clapham Rail Disaster (3 trains collide) 
Lockerbie Air Disaster (Pan Am flight 103) 
Piper Alpha Disaster (explosion on oil rig off Aberdeen) 

1998 Good Friday Agreement brings political settlement in Northern 
Ireland 

2008 Record stock market falls; global "credit crunch"; billions 
pumped into the UK financial system.  UK government part-
nationalises 3 banks with a £37bn rescue package. 

 

WEBSITE 

The NPLHG’s website provides a small window into the area’s past: 

https://newtonpopplefordhistory.wordpress.com/ 
 

NPLHG CONTACTS 
Terry Gregory, Chairman  -  01395 568848 

Shân Merritt, Publications  -  01404 812733 

 

NEWTON POPPLEFORD LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
newtonpopplefordhistory.wordpress.com 

 

NEWSLETTER APRIL-MAY 2018 
 

This is the second newsletter from the NPLHG.  We hope that you have 
some interest in local history and are ready and willing to volunteer to 
help us with the ‘Wartime’ exhibition.  The date has now been set for 
Saturday 30th June 2018.   
 

Exhibition Of Wartime 
30th June 2018, Village Hall, 10am-4pm 

 

                                                                
 

 

Please contact Terry Gregory on 01395 568848 with any offers of 
items. We can arrange to collect items from you if appropriate. 
 

EXHIBITION PHOTO GALLERY 
 

Please bring along photos of family members who 
served in the forces in war or peace time.  We will 
provide space for these photos to be displayed on 
the day.  Please ensure that your photos are 
identified/labelled. 
  

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

Can you lend items for the exhibition? 
E.g. photos, uniforms, medals, documents, 
cards, farm implements and information, 

trench art, ration cards , evacuee information  -  
whatever you consider suitable. 

 



2018  -  AN IMPORTANT COMMEMORATIVE YEAR 
 
This year not only marks a century since the end of fighting in WW1, it is 
also 100 years since the Royal Air Force was formed (on 1st April 1918) 
by merging the Royal Flying Corps and the Royal Naval Air Service. 
 
At first the use of aeroplanes was mainly for reconnaissance, but later 
the value of aerial bombardment was recognised, especially for strategic 
targets such as military installations, roads, bridges, railways, etc. 
 
During WW1, members of the Women's Royal Naval Service (WRNS) and 
the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) worked on air stations 
belonging to the Royal Flying Corps (RFC) and the Royal Naval Air Service 
(RNAS). When the RFC and RNAS merged to form the RAF a specialised 
female workforce was also formed  -  the WRAF  -  on  1st April 1918. 
 
Jack Pease of Newton Poppleford raised funds for the RAF Benevolent 
Fund via a series of gala recitals in the village hall. 

 
WW1  -  EFFECT ON VOTING RIGHTS 

 

Before 1918 only 58% of the adult male population was eligible to vote.  
Things changed in 1918 and an influential consideration was the fact 
that only men who had been resident in the country for 12 months prior 
to a general election were entitled to vote.  This effectively 
disenfranchised a large number of troops who had been serving 
overseas in the war.  A general election was imminent, and politicians 
were finally persuaded to extend the vote to all men and some women. 

In 1918 the Representation of the People (Equal Franchise) Act was 
passed which allowed women to vote -  but only if they were over the 
age of 30 and who were householders, wives of householders, occupiers 
of property with an annual rent of £5, or graduates of British 
universities.  Although about 8.4 million women met this criteria, it only 
represented 40 per cent of the total population of women in the UK. 

The same act abolished property and other restrictions for men, and 
extended the vote to all men over the age of 21. Additionally, men in 
the armed forces could vote from the age of 19. The electorate 
increased from eight to 21 million, but there was still huge inequality 
between women and men. 

 
 

            90  YEARS  SINCE  THE VOTE  WAS  
        EXTENDED  TO  ALL  BRITISH  WOMEN 
 

It was not until the Equal Franchise Act of 1928 that women over 21 
were able to vote and women finally achieved the same voting rights as 
men. This act increased the number of women eligible to vote to 15 
million. 
 

It is often said that the women’s suffragette movement (1903 onwards) 
was the main reason why women received the vote.  However it must 
be remembered that several earlier organisations were very important 
in pushing forward the cause from the middle of the 19th century.  
Perhaps most prominent was The Primrose League, formed in 1883, 
although there were many others earlier that were scattered around the 
country. 
 

The voting age in Britain was reduced to 18 years old in 1970.  It is 
interesting to note that people can still choose to marry or join the 
armed forces from the age of 16, but it’s another 2 years until they can 
vote. 
 

 
 

MEMORIES OF WARTIME 
 

Do you remember incidents from war?  The NPLHG would like to hear 
these, so please either jot your notes down, or speak to any member of 
the group so we can record them for the archives. 

 


