
 

BELLOWS GARAGE, NEWTON POPPLEFORD 
1953 TO 1958 

 

My father, C H Davis, and myself, son N C Davis, took over a garage in Newton Poppleford on 8th 
April 1953 (coronation year).  It was known then as Potters Garage, the name of the original and 
founder of the business, Bill Potter.  He was still living in the next door cottage. 
 
He could recall being the only garage right to Exeter.  It catered also for horses, the shoeing forge 
was still present at the wall end of the garage.  To make more room we had it removed in 1954, 
keeping the large bellows and anvil.  The bellows were hung then under the front drive-in 
canopy, giving the garage the name of ‘The Bellows Garage’.   
 
The summers were always very busy with fuel sales and car repairs.  We relied on local trade of 
residents and farmers during winter, with turnover being adversely affected.  This was before 
the introduction of the MOT.  Often during summer we would have call-outs to motorists stuck 
on Sidmouth Hill or Woodbury Hill.  A lot used to come on holiday with ill-prepared old cars. 
 
One I remember, had to have a complete engine overhaul, which took a whole week.  Another 
had a wrecked rear axle, due to no oil! 
 
We also did motorcycle and cycle repairs with another mechanic being employed with myself.  
Father saw to all the other sales.  N C Davis was the approved motor engineer. 
 
When we were negotiating the purchase petrol companies would approach us to sell their 
products, including coats and overalls. 
 
The garage interior was quite roomy.  There was a vehicle service lift in the centre as you drove 
through the entrance.  It was possible to have a farmer’s lorry on the lift and one parked on the 
side for work, and still have a car on the opposite side. 
 
The shop at Bill Patters end sold cycle spares, approved by Raleigh. 
 
When we took over the garage there was a contract running with Devon County Council to pick 
up children who lived in the Aylesbeare area, too far from the school to walk, and deliver them 
at the school. 
 
The previous owner of the garage, a Mr Geoff White, was using a very large old Wolesley car, 
which could carry 7-8 children.  This car had an Austin 18 engine.  My father liked doing this job. 
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